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leave a larger number of the unemployed
among the people of India."1
It is for this reason that Gandhiji says:
"Mechanization is good when the hands
are too few for the work intended to be
accomplished. It is an evil when there are
more hands than required for the work as
is the case in India. The problem with us
is not how to find leisure for the teeming
millions inhabiting our villages. The problem
is how to utilise their idle hours which
are equal to the working days of the six
months of the year."2
Whether one looks at this question from the .
point of view of providing employment to the
maximum number of people or of finding
occupation for the underemployed people, small-
scale and cottage industries are strongly to be
recommended in rural India. The industrialists
in their "Memorandum: A plan of Economic
Development for India" (commonly known as "The
Bombay Plan") recognise the importance of small-
scale and cottage industries.
1 P. C. Jain, Industrial Problems of India, p. 70.
2 Harijan, November 16, 1934.